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Maryland State Beekeepers Association, Inc.
Articles of Incorporation

FIRST: The Undersigned, Michael J. Kelly, whose post office
address 1is 500 W. Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Maryland
21201, being at least eighteen vyears of age, acting as
incorporator, does hereby form a non-stock corporation
under and by virtue of the General laws of the State of
Maryland.

SECOND: The name of the corporation (which 1s hereinafter
called the "Corporation"):

Maryland State Beekeepers Association, Inc.

THIRD: (1) The Corporation 1s organized exclusively for
charitable and educational purposes, including the
following specific purposes:

(a) to pronote the values and pleasure of beekeeping
anong t he public;

(b) to informthe public and those in the Association of
matters of inportance in beekeeping;

(c) to encourage scientific and practical beekeeping,
and the inprovenent of bee cul ture;

(d) to educate beekeepers and those interested in bee
culture by presenting and discussing new ideas; and exchanging
i nformati on, goods, and services;

(e) to support research on bee culture;

(f) to protect bees and sources of nectar and pollen

(g) to serve as liaison wth other organizations
concerned with bee culture;



(h) to advance, in general, the interests of its
nenbers.

(2) In furtherance of and without linmting the objects specified
in Section (1) above, the Corporation shall have the follow ng specific
power s:

(a) To purchase of otherw se acquire, either absolutely
or in trust for any of its purposes, hold, nortgage, pledge, sell
transfer or in any manner encunber of dispose of any property, real or
personal, of every kind and description.

(b) To receive donations, devises, bequests, |egacies,
gifts and other contributions in nmoney or in property, wthout
l[imtation as to anbunt or val ue except such linmtations, if any, as may
be specifically inposed by law, and to enploy the same for the
furtherance and devel opment of such one or nore of the aforesaid
purposes of the Corporation as the Trustees shall, in their absolute
discretion, from tine to tine determ ne and under such conditions as
t hey may determ ne.

(c) To invest and reinvest any funds of the Corporation
in bonds, stocks, securities, nortgages, real estate, or any interest or
estate therein, and any other nedium of investnent, without limtation,
and to deal with and expend funds of the Corporation and the incone
therefrom in such manner as in the absolute judgnment of the Trustees
wi |l best pronote the objects of the Corporation.

(d) To borrow noney, and to give as security therefore
any asset or assets of the Corporation, and to guarantee any obligations
of any other person or corporation, provided that all of such arts and
activities shall be for any of the above described purposes of the
Cor por at i on.

(e) To carry on any of the corporate purposes for itself
or for account of others or through others for its own account.

(f) to do and perform all lawful acts and things
necessary and proper in the judgnent of the Trustees to pronpote the
obj ects of the Corporation.

(g) To anmend the corporate charter with the consent of
such nunber of the nenbers as nmay be permitted by |aw and the By-Laws of
the Corporation; provided, however, that so such anendnent shall allow
or permit any portion of the assets or any part of the net earnings of
the Corporation at any tinme or in any manner to inure to the benefit of
any nenber, Trustee or private individual; nor shall any such anendnent
permt the Corporation to engage in any activity not pernmtted for an
organi zation exenpt from Federal incone tax under the provisions of
sections 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the
corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue
Law) and contributions to which are deductible under the provisions of
sections 170(c)(2), 2055(a)(2) and 2522(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (of the corresponding provisions of any future United
States Internal Revenue Law).



FOURTH: The present post office address of the principal office
of the Corporation in this State 1is c¢/o State Apiary
Inspector, Maryland Department of Agriculture, 50 Harry S
Truman Parkway, Annapolis, Maryland 21401.
Correspondence can be addressed to the Treasurer of the
Corporation, who 1s the resident agent, at the above
address.

FIFTH: The Corporation is not authorized to issue capital
stock.

SIXTH: The governing body of the Corporation shall consist at
all times of the members of the Board of Directors and
their successors in office. The officers and membership of
the corporation shall be as set forth in the corporation’s
Constitution and Bylaws

SEVENTH: The number of directors of the Corporation shall be
determined by the By-Laws of the Corporation, which number
may be increased or decreased pursuant to the By-Laws of
the Corporation but shall never be greater than fifteen
(15) nor less than three (3).

The names of the directors who shall act until the first annual
meeting or until their successors are duly chosen are:

Ann Har man
Ri chard Hanmond
CGor don Davi s

EIGHTH: The following provisions are hereby adopted for
defining, adopting, limiting and regulating the powers of
the Corporation and of the Directors and the members.

(1) No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to
the benefit of, or be distributable to, its nmenbers, Directors,
of ficers, or other private persons, except that the Corporation shall be
aut hori zed and enpowered to pay reasonabl e conpensation for services
rendered and to nmake paynents and distributions in furtherance of the
purposes set forth in Article THIRD hereof. No substantial part of the
activities of the Corporations shall be carrying on of propaganda, or
otherwi se attenpting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shal
not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or
di stribution of statenents) any political canpaign on behal f of any
candidate for public office. Notw thstanding any other provision of
these articles, the Corporation shall not carry on any activities not
permtted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exenpt from Federa
i ncomre tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
(or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Interna
Revenue Law) or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are
deducti bl e under sections 170(c)(2), 2055(a)(2) and 2522(a)(2) of the
I nternal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the correspondi ng provisions of any
future United States Internal Revenue Law).



(2) Upon dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors
shal |, after paying or nmaking provisions for the payment of al
liabilities of the Corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the
Cor poration exclusively for the purposes of the Corporation in such
manner, or to such organi zation or organi zati ons organi zed and operated
exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or scientific
purposes as shall at the tine qualify as an exenpt organi zation or
organi zati ons under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954 (or correspondi ng provision of any future United State Interna
Revenue Law) contributions to which are deducti bl e under sections
170(c)(2), 2055(a)(2) and 2522(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States
Internal Revenue Law), as the Board of Directors shall determine. Any
of such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Circuit
Court of Baltinore City or such other court siting in equity in the
political subdivision in which the principal office of the Corporation
is then | ocated, exclusively for such purposes of to such organi zation
or organi zations, as said Court shall determ ne, which are organi zed and
operated exclusively for such purposes.

(3) The Corporation shall indemify its directors and officers to
the full extent permtted by the General Laws of the State of Maryl and
now or hereafter in force, including the advance of rel ated expenses,
upon a determnation by the Board of Directors or independent |ega
counsel (who may be regul ar counsel for the Corporation) nmade in
accordance with applicable statutory standards; and, upon authorization
by the Board of Directors, nmay indemify other enpl oyees or agents to
t he sane extent; provided, however, such indemification shall only be
to the extent pernmtted of organizations which are exenpt from Federa
i ncome tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954
(or the corresponding provision of any future United State Interna
Revenue Law) and contributions to which are deductibl e under sections
170(c)(2), 2055(a)(2) and 2522(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States
I nternal Revenue Law).

(4) The enuneration and definition of particular powers of the
Board of Directors included in these Articles shall in no way be Iimted
or restricted by reference to or inference fromthe terns of any other
clause of this or any other Article, or construed as or deened hy
i nference or otherwise in any manner to exclude or linmt any powers
conferred upon the Board of Directors under the General |aws of the
State of Maryland now or hereafter in force, except to the extent that
the General Laws of the State of Maryland pernit activities which are
not permtted under Federal Law for any organi zation which is exenpt
from Federal incone tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States
Internal Revenue Law) and contributions to which are deducti bl e under
sections 170(c)(2) and 2055(a)(2) and 2522(a)(2) of the Interna
Revenue Code of 1954 (or the correspondi ng provisions under any future
United States Internal Revenue Law).

NINTH: The duration of the Corporation shall be perpetual.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed these Articles of
Incorporation, acknowledging the same to be my act, on
September 15, 1986

W TNESS:
(si gned) (si gned)




CONSTITUTION

of the
Maryland State Beekeepers Association, Inc.,
Incorporated October 26, 1987,
Founded, 1908

Article I: Name and Object
Section 1
This Association shall be known as the "Maryl and State Beekeepers
Associ ation."
Section 2
The purpose of this Association shall be to pronpote scientific
and practical bee culture, pronote the use of honey and other bee
products, and to secure such legislation as is necessary to protect
and further the beekeeping industry and to advance the interests of
its nenbers.

Article II: Officers
Section 1
The officers shall consist of a President, First Vice-President,
Second Vi ce-Presidents fromeach region in the state and nei ghboring
areas, a Secretary, a Treasurer, three Directors and one
representative to serve on the Board of Directors of the Eastern
Api cul tural Society, Inc., who shall be elected by ballot at each
annual neeting.
Section 2
There shall be an Executive Board consisting of all the above
officers. The two inmedi ate past Presidents shall be nenbers. The
Maryl and Ext ensi on Apiarist and Maryl and State Apiary Inspector shall
be invited to all its neetings.
Section 3
The terms of officers shall begin on the first day of January
following their election and run until a successor is elected. Aterm
may be a year or a multiple thereof. The President and Directors,
however, may not serve nore than two successive one-year terns.
Section 4
Any vacancy in office shall be filled by majority vote of the
Executive Board. The person sel ected shall serve until his/her
successor is elected and takes office.

Article IIT: Membership
Section 1
Any person or association interested in beekeeping nmay becone a
menber upon application and paynent of dues. Menbership shall be on a
cal endar year basis.
Section 2
Only paid-up nmenbers may serve as officers or as del egate,
chai rman, or menber of a select committee.
Section 3
A menber whose nmenbershi p has not been renewed by Decenber 31
shal | be dropped fromthe rolls.



Section 4
A menber shall also be dropped upon conplaint stating fair cause
if considered justified by the Executive Board.

Article IV: Meetings
Section 1
There shall be an annual schedul ed neeting at which time the foll ow ng
wi Il be acconplished:
(a) a slate of officers shall be presented by the noni nating
conmittee for vote by nenbers present;
(b) there shall be an annual address by the President that shal
be submitted for publication; and
(c) there shall be a Treasurer's report, including subm ssion of a
proposed budget for vote by the menbership
Section 2
Each neeting of the association shall be held at a time and pl ace
desi gnated by the Executive Board.
Section 3
Each neeting shall be conducted according to Robert's Rules of
O der.

Article V: Amendments
When a quorumis present at any schedul ed neeting of the
association, this constitution may be anmended by a two-thirds vote of
the nmenbers present. A witten notice of the proposed anendnment mnust
be sent to each nmenber by way of such publication as is available
prior to the schedul ed neeting or by a reading of said proposed
anmendnment at a prior neeting of the association.



Bylaws
of the
Maryland State Beekeepers Association, Inc.,
Incorporated October 26, 1987,
Founded, 1908

Article I: Executive Board and Its Duties
Section 1
The President's duties shall be:
a. To preside at all neetings
b. To see that an annual report of Association activities is
made at the annual mneeting, which report may be a collection of
reports, and to make sane avail able for publication
c. To call meetings of the Executive Board and with its
concurrence have control of association affairs in the interim
bet ween schedul ed neeti ngs.
d. To appoint all select comittees unless the Association
shal | direct otherw se.
Section 2
In the absence of the President, the First Vice-President shal
preside; in the absence of both, Executive Board nenbers shall sel ect
or request the Association to elect a tenmporary presiding officer
The First Vice-President shall also performthe duties of the
Presi dent during his/her absence. He/she shall be program chairman if
none has been appointed and the Executive Board shall serve as
program advi sers.
Section 3
It shall be the duty of the Second Vice-Presidents for the various
regions to encourage and pronote apiculture in every way possible,
especi al |y by encouragi ng menbership in this association. In addition
they shall obtain accurate information as to the status of the
industry in their respective regions and present reports at meetings
of the association. A President of a |ocal beekeepers' group may be a
Second Vi ce-President. The Second Vice-Presidents may be nomi nated
by | ocal beekeepi ng associ ations in advance of the annual neeting.
Section 4
The Secretary shall record the Association proceedings, file and
preserve all its docunents, prepare or edit all reports for
publication, attend to all correspondence, and perform such other
duties as naturally pertain to the office. The secretary shal
di stribute an agenda for such neetings at |east one week in advance.
In particular, the agenda should include a detail ed description of
any issues scheduled for vote, as well as appropriate Proxy
i nstructions.
Section 5
The Treasurer shall receive all nobneys payable to the Association
and keep an accurate account of the sane, disbursing such funds only
upon order of the Executive Board. He/she shall submit at each annua
nmeeting a proposed budget in consultation with the Executive Board
and a witten report of all receipts and di sbursenments, the latter to
be supported by sufficient vouchers that, with his/her report, shal
be referred to an auditor or auditing commttee, that shall report at
a subsequent associ ati on neeting.



He/ she shall pay all funds and deliver all property to his/her
successor in office as soon as the latter shall have qualifi ed.

He/ she shall also keep a role of nmenbership. He/she may deposit
funds in an interest-bearing account. He/she should send out a dues
notice prior to the annual neeting and remnd those in arrears after
90 days.

Section 6
The directors shall be responsible for the foll ow ng:
(1) monitoring the affairs of the association to ensure continuity
(2) providing suggestions regarding topics to be included in
forthcom ng neetings of the association, in particular those that
enhance the scientific aspects of bee culture
(3) providing articles for publication in the association’s newsletter
(4) initiating appropriate legislative and political actions that
protect and further the beekeeping industry, and
(5) ensuring that the Association conplies with the Articles of
I ncor porati on.

Section 7
The Maryl and EAS Director on the Board of Directors of the Eastern
Apicultural Society, Inc., (EAS) shall be responsible for representing and
conveying the interests of MSBA to the Board of Directors of EAS hy
correspondence and attendance at their neetings.

Section 8

The Executive Board shall have the power to transact all business
during the interval between neetings and appoint or request the
Presi dent to appoint del egates and conmittee nenbers who shall serve
as non-voting nenbers of the Executive Board. An Editor shall be
appoi nted and shall serve on the Executive Board as a non-voting
nmenber. The Maryl and Extension Apiculturist and the Maryland State
Api ary | nspector nmay serve as non-voting advisers to it.

The Executive Board may deliberate on any notion from whatever
source and present a report thereon at the next neeting of the
Association, with notice to the nenbership by such publication as is
avai |l abl e.

Robert's Rules of Order shall be used in conducting its meetings

Ei ght of its nenbers shall constitute a quorumthat nust be
present to nmake a binding decision. A voting nenber of the Executive
Board nmay nanme a proxy to vote on his/her behalf by notifying the
President prior to any schedul ed neeting.

Article II: Dues
Section 1
Annual dues shall be payable on or before the first neeting of the
cal endar year.
Section 2
The schedul e of dues shall be set by the Executive Board and
subm tted for approval by the nenbership at the annual neeting.

Article I1I: Meetings and Membership
Section 1
Notice of the time and place of any schedul ed neeting of the
associ ation shall be sent to all nenbers and published in such ways
as the Executive Board may sel ect.



Section 2
Speci al Association neetings may be called by the Executive Board
provi ded notice of such shall be given by the Secretary to each
menber. Notice may be by such publication as is available or by an
announcenent at a prior schedul ed neeting.
Section 3
Ten percent (10% of the nmenbership or 30 nmenbers, whichever is
| ess, shall constitute a quorumfor any Association meeting.!
Section 4
Associ ation nenbership is not required for attendance at neetings.

Article IV: Amendments
Wth a quorum present (10% of the nenbership or 30 nmenbers), these
byl aws may be anended by a two-thirds vote at any schedul ed neeting
of the association, provided that a witten notice of the proposed
anendnment has been sent to each nenber by such publication as is
avail able, prior to the schedul ed neeting or by a reading of said
proposed anmendrment at a prior neeting.

Article V: Relationship The Association’s Constitution and Byl aws are
subj ect to, and governed by, the Articles of Incorporation

Previ ous revisions: Cctober 14, 1978, February 3, 1979 and Novenber
1, 1987. This Revision accepted at the annual neeting held Novenber
2, 2002.

IArticle 111, Section 3 of the Byl aws revised - Novenber 1, 1987



